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Pet artist brings passion to TV show

Spotlight on
local firms
that serve pets

BY RAHKIA MANCE
Examiner staff writer

Fairfax Public Access Tele-
vision has gone to the dogs
Well, almost. Full-time pet
artist Deanna Lewis has
launched “Capital Pets with
Deanna,” a show that will fea-
ture local businesses that pro-
vide services to pets. The
weelly show premicres May 3
at 11am.

As a "pet portrait artist”
Lewis raised more than
12000 for local charities by
donating her portraits to
silent auctions,

Af the same time she was
introduced to several organi-
zations devoted to helping an-
imals. One was a District or-
ganization that provided care

to pets of people living with
HIV and AIDS.

“T fouand out recently that a
lot of the [pet owners] are
passing away,” said Lewis,
who lives in Burke, Va. “They
need sapport, they need vol-
unteers.”

Lewis began painting pet
portraits as a favor to co-
workers, she said. When aco-
worker calculated how rmach
Lewis could make, she devot-
ed herself to painting full time.

Sheks painted portraits of
everyvthing from hamsters to
horsos, she said, but most re-
guests are for dogs,

“Yellow Labs seem to be
the favorite of Morthern Vir-
ginia people,” she said.

Lewis stepped into the
world of television when she
was interviewed on a show in
Diecomber, she said.

Afterthe taping, the show'’s
host, producer and director
suggested that she have a
showr of her own, Lewis said.

“The concept of it took a
couple of mimites” she said.

*“T'm hoping that it will raise
more interest.”

Lewis’ passion is her most
distinguishing trait, said
Charles Finn Pena, executive
director of Fairfax Public Ac-
cess Television.

“Bhe’s someone who con-
nects very easily with other
people,” said Pena, who met
Lewis during an orientation
class at the station. “T'm im-
pressed by her high level of
passion.”

Animals are rarely seen on
the local cable channel, but
the show is a welcome addi-
tion to the varied program-
ming, Pena said.

The channel reaches about
265,000 homes, Pena said.
Lewis is negotiating to have
the show carried by local
channels in the District and
Montgomery County, she
said.

“I'm still 100 percent fo-
cused on the pet project”
Lewis said. “The TV showis a
nice branch off that.
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Deanna Lewis of Burke, Va., is a pet artist and has launched a show to raise interest inanimals.




